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Dear Haro ld :  

I r e c e i v e d  your  r e c e n t  l e t t e r  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  naming of t h e  AIDS 
v i r u s .  I once a g a i n  t h a n k  you f o r  your  e f f o r t s  w i t h  t h i s  t a s k ;  I 
c e r t a i n l y  hope w e  can  r e a c h  a d e c i s i o n  i n  t h e  v e r y  n e a r  f u t u r e .  

I p e r s o n a l l y  would l i k e  t o  s e e  t h e  name c a r r y  o n l y  t h r e e  
l e t t e r s  and t h u s  would f a v o r  "human immune d e f i c i e n c y  v i r u s f f  
( H I V ) .  However, n o t  t o  make t h i n g s  more c o m p l i c a t e d ,  one s h o u l d  
c o n s i d e r  t h e  r e c e n t  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  v i r u s  r e p l i c a t e s  i n  t h e  
b r a i n  and g i v e s  r i s e  t o  e n c e p h a l o p a t h i e s .  I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  i t  c o u l d  
be g i v e n  t h e  name, Ifhuman immune deficiency/encephalopathy v i r u s "  
( H I E V ) .  T h i s  t y p e  of name h a s  a l r e a d y  been used  f o r  t h e  c a p r i n e  
arthritis/encephalopathy v i r u s  ( C A E V ) .  

I n  o r d e r  t h a t  t h i s  s u g g e s t i o n  be g i v e n  a f a i r  r e v i e w ,  I would 
p r e f e r  you d i d n '  i t  as my s u g g e s t i o n ,  b u t  j u s t  send  i t  as a n  
i d e a  f o r  o t h e r s  

P l e a s e  l e t  me know i f  I can  be of any f u r t h e r  h e l p  t o  you i n  
t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  of t h i s  problem. 

With k i n d  r e g a r d s ,  
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